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“Listed below are books that have information vital to researchers, historians, and educators.  This list is not 
inclusive of all books with information about the Negro leagues.  I have only selected books, which provide the most 
in-depth information to serious research students of Negro League baseball history.  Keep in mind, some of the 
books listed have outdated information, but provide a solid foundation of pioneering research.”  – LARRY LESTER 
 
Bak, Richard.  Turkey Stearnes and the Detroit Stars.  Detroit, MI: Wayne State University Press, 1994. 
 
Bankes, James.  The Pittsburgh Crawfords: The Lives and Times of Black Baseball's Most Exciting Team!  

Dubuque, IL: William Brown Publishers, 1991. (OP) 
 
Benitez, Jose A. Crescioni.  El Beisbol Professional Boricua.  San Juan, Puerto Rico: Aurora Communicacion 

Integral, Inc., 1997. 
 
Black, Joe.  Ain't Nobody Better Than You.  Scottsdale, AZ: Ironwood Lithographers, 1983 (OP). 
 
Bjarkman, Peter C.  Baseball with a Latin Beat.  Jefferson, North Carolina: McFarland & Company, Inc., 1994. 
_______________  A History of Cuban Baseball, 1864-2006.  Jefferson, North Carolina: McFarland & Company, 

Inc., 2007. 
 
Brashler, William.  Josh Gibson: A Life in the Negro Leagues. New York, NY: Harper and Row, 1978 (OP). 
 
Bruce, Janet.  The Kansas City Monarchs: Champions of Black Baseball. Lawrence, KS: University of Kansas 

Press, 1985. (OP) 
 
Brunson III, James E. The Early Image of Black Baseball: Race and Representation in the Popular Press, 1871-

1890.  Jefferson, North Carolina: McFarland & Company, Inc., 2009. 
 
Burgos, Adrian, Jr. Playing America’s Game: Baseball, Latinos, and the Color Line. Los Angeles, California: 

University of California Press, 2007. 
 
Carroll, Dr. Brian. When to Stop the Cheering? The Black Press, the Black Community and the Integration of 

Professional Baseball.  New York, NY: Routledge, 2007. 
 
Chadwick Bruce. When the Game was Black and White: The Illustrated History of Baseball’s Negro Leagues. 

New York, NY. Abbeville Press, 1992. 
 
Chalk, Ocania.  Black College Sports.  New York, NY: Dodd, Mead & Company, 1976 (OP). 
___________.  Pioneers of Black Sports.  New York, NY: Dodd, Mead & Company, 1975 (OP). 
 
Cisneros, Pedro Treto.  The Mexican League: La Liga Mexican.  Jefferson, North Carolina: McFarland & 

Company, Inc., 2002. 
 
Clark, Dick & Larry Lester.  The Negro Leagues Book.  Cleveland, OH: Society for American Baseball Research, 

1994. 
 
Cooper, Michael.  Playing America's Game: The Story of Negro League Baseball.  New York, NY: Lodestar 

Books, 1993. 
 
Costa, Rafael.  Enciclopedia Beisbol Ponce Leones, 1938 – 1987.   Dominican Republic, 1990. 
 
Cottrell, Robert Charles.  The Best Pitcher in Baseball: The Life of Rube Foster, Negro League Giant.  New 

York, NY: New York University Press, 2001. 
 
Craft, David.  The Negro Leagues: 40 Years of Black Professional Baseball in Words and Pictures.  Avenel, NJ: 

Crescent Books, 1993. 
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Debono, Paul.  The Indianapolis ABC’s: History of a Premier Team in the Negro Leagues.  Jefferson, NC: 

McFarland & Company, Inc., 1997. 
__________________.  The Chicago American Giants.  Jefferson, NC, McFarland & Company, Inc., 2007. 
 
Dixon, Phil S. The Monarchs, 1920 – 1938, featuring Wilber “Bullet” Rogan.  Sioux Falls, SD:  Mariah Press, 

2002. 
 
Dixon, Phil S. & Patrick Hannigan.  The Negro Baseball Leagues: A Photographic History, 1867-1955.  

Mattituck, NY: Amereon House, 1992. 
 
Dorinson, Joseph & Joram Warmund, Editors. Jackie Robinson: Race, Sports, and the American Dream. Armonk, 

NY: M.E. Sharpe, 1998. 
 
Echevarria, Roberto Gonzalez.  The Pride of Havana: A History of Cuban Baseball.  New York, NY: Oxford 

University Press, 1999. 
 
Etkin, Jack.  Innings Ago (Recollections by Kansas City Ballplayers). Kansas City, MO: Normandy Square 

Publications, 1987. (OP) 
 
Fields, Wilmer.  My Life in the Negro Leagues.  Westport, CT: Meckler Books, 1992. 
 
Figueredo , Jorge S. Who’s Who in Cuban Baseball, 1878 – 1961. Jefferson, North Carolina: McFarland & 

Company, Inc., 2003. 
_______________.  Cuban Baseball: A Statistical History, 1878-1961.  Jefferson, North Carolina: McFarland & 

Company, Inc., 2003. 
 
Fussman, Cal.  After Jackie: Pride, Prejudice, and Baseball’s Forgotten Heroes.  New York, NY: ESPN Books, 

2007. 
 

Fullerton, Christopher D. Every Other Sunday. Birmingham, AL: R. Boozer Press, 1999. 
 
Gardner, Robert & Dennis Shortelle.  The Forgotten Players: The Story of Black Baseball in America.  New 

York, NY: Walker and Company, 1993. 
 
Glenn, Stanley.  Don’t Let Anyone Take Your Joy Away: An Inside Look at Negro League Baseball and It’s 

Legacy.  Lincoln, NE: iUniverse, Inc, 2006. 
 
Hardwick, Leon Herbert. Blacks in Baseball.  Los Angeles, CA. 1980. (OP) 
 
Hauser, Christopher.  The Negro Leagues Chronology: Events in Organized Black Baseball, 1920-1948.   

Jefferson, North Carolina: McFarland & Company, Inc., 2006. 
 
Heaphy, Leslie A.  The Negro Leagues, 1869 – 1960.  Jefferson, North Carolina: McFarland & Company, Inc., 

2003. 
 
Heaphy, Leslie A., editor.  Black Baseball and Chicago: Essays on the Players, Teams and Games of the Negro 

Leagues Most Important City.  Jefferson, North Carolina: McFarland & Company, Inc., 2006. 
_____________________  Satchel Paige & Company: Essays on the Kansas City Monarchs, Their Greatest Star 

and the Negro Leagues.  Jefferson, North Carolina: McFarland & Company, Inc., 2007. 
_____________________  A Negro Leagues Journal: Black Ball. Jefferson, North Carolina: McFarland & 

Company, Inc., 2008 
 
Hogan, Lawrence D.  Shades of Glory: The Negro Leagues and the Story of African-American Baseball.  

Washington, DC: National Geographic Society, 2006. 
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Hoffbeck Steven R.  Swinging for the Fences: Black Baseball in Minnesota.  St. Paul, MN: Minnesota Historical 

Society Press, 2005. 
 
Holway, John B.  Black Diamonds: Life in the Negro Leagues from the Men Who Lived It.  Westport, CT: 

Meckler Books, 1989.  Reprint.  New York, NY: Stadium Books, 1991. 
______________.  Blackball Stars: Negro League Pioneers.  Westport, CT: Meckler Books, 1988.  Reprint.  New 

York, NY: Carroll & Graf Publishers, 1992. 
______________.  Josh and Satch: The Life and Times of Josh Gibson and Satchel Paige.  Westport, CT: 

Meckler Books, 1991.  Reprint.  Carroll & Graf Publishers, 1992. 
______________.  Voices from the Great Black Baseball Leagues.  New York, NY: Dodd, Mead Company, 1975 

(OP).  Reprinted, New York, NY: Decapo Press, 1993. 
______________  BlackBall Tales: Rolllicking, All New, True Adventures of the Negro Leagues by the Men Who 

Lived and Loved Them. Springfield, VA. Scorpio Books, 2008. 
 
Irvin, Monte with James A. Riley.  Nice Guys Finish First: The Autobiography of Monte Irvin.  New York, NY: 

Carroll & Graf, 1996. 
Irvin, Monte with Phil Pepe. Few and Chosen:  Defining Negro League Greatness. Chicago, IL:  Triumph Books, 

2007. 
 
Kelley, Brent.  Voices from the Negro Leagues: Conversations with 52 Baseball Standouts.  Jefferson, North 

Carolina: McFarland & Company, Inc., 1998. 
___________. The Negro Leagues Revisited: Conversations with 66 more Baseball Heroes. Jefferson, NC: 

McFarland & Company, Inc. 2000. 
___________.  I Will Never Forget: Interviews with 39 Former Negro League Players.  Jefferson, NC: McFarland 

& Company, Inc. 2003. 
 
Keetz, Frank M.  The Mohawk Colored Giants of Schenectady.  Schenectady, New York: Self Published, 1998. 
 
Kirwin, Bill.  Out of the Shadows: African American Baseball from the Cuban Giants to Jackie Robinson.  

Lincoln, NE: University of Nebraska Press, 2005 
 
Klima, John. Willie’s Boys: The 1948 Birmingham Black Barons, the Last Negro League World Series, and the 

Making of a Baseball Legend.  Hoboken, New Jersey, John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 2009. 
 
Lacy, Sam with Moses J. Newson.  Fighting for Fairness: The Life Story of Hall of Fame Sportswriter Sam Lacy.  

Centreville, Maryland: Tidewater Publishers, 1999. 
 
Lanctot, Neil.  Fair Dealing and Clean Playing: The Hilldale Club and the Development of Black Professional 

Baseball, 1910-1932.  Jefferson, North Carolina: McFarland & Co., 1994. 
__________  Negro League Baseball: The Rise and Ruin of a Black Institution.  Philadelphia, PA: University of 

Pennsylvania Press, 2004.  
 
Leonard, Buck with James A. Riley.  Buck Leonard: The Black Lou Gehrig, An Autobiography. New York, NY: 

Carroll & Graf, 1995. 
 
Lester, Larry.  Black Baseball’s National Showcase: the East-West All-Star Games, 1933-1953. Lincoln, 

Nebraska.  University of Nebraska Press, 2002. 
_____________________  Baseball’s First Colored World Series: the 1924 Meeting of the Hilldale Giants and 

the Kansas City Monarchs.  Jefferson, NC.  McFarland & Company, Inc., 2006. 
 
Lester, Larry, Sammy J. Miller and Dick Clark.  Black Baseball in Detroit.  Chicago, IL: Arcadia Publishing, 2000. 
______________________________________ Black Baseball in Chicago.  Chicago, IL: Arcadia Publishing, 

2000. 
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Lester, Larry & Sammy J. Miller.  Black Baseball in Kansas City.  Chicago, IL: Arcadia Publishing, 2000 
___________________________  Black Baseball in Pittsburgh.  Chicago, IL: Arcadia Publishing, 2001 
 
Lomax, Michael E.  Black Baseball Entrepreneurs, 1860 – 1901: Operating by Any Means Necessary.  Syracuse, 

NY: Syracuse University Press, 2003. 
 
Luke, Bob. Willie Wells: “El Diablo” of the Negro Leagues. Austin, TX: University of Texas Press, 2007. 
 
________. The Baltimore Elite Giants. Baltimore, Maryland: The John Hopkins University Press, 2009. 
 
Manley, Effa & Leon Herbert Hardwick.  Blacks in Baseball.  Los Angles, CA: The Pilot Historical Assn., 1980. 

(OP) 
 
Martin, Alfred M. and Alfred T. Martin. The Negro Leagues in New Jersey: A History. Jefferson, North Carolina: 

McFarland & Company, Inc., 2007. 
 
McNary, Kyle.  Black Baseball: A History of African American & the National Game.  New York, NY:  Sterling 

Publishing Co., 2003. 
 
____________  Cool Papas and Double Duties: The All-Time Greats of the Negro Leagues.  Jefferson, NC. 

McFarland & Company, Inc., 2002. 
____________  The California Winter League.  Jefferson, NC: McFarland & Company, Inc., 2002 
____________  Black Baseball Out of Season: Pay for Play Outside of the Negro Leagues.  Jefferson, North 

Carolina: McFarland & Company, Inc., 2007. 
 
Metcalfe, Henry.  A Game for All Races: An Illustrated History of the Negro Leagues.  New York, NY: Michael 

Friedman Publishing Group, Inc., 2000. 
 
Moore, Joseph Thomas. Pride Against Prejudice: The Biography of Larry Doby.  Westport, CT: Praeger, 1988. 
 
Motley, Bob with Bryon Motley.  Ruling Over Monarchs, Giants & Stars: Umpiring in the Negro Leagues & 

Beyond.  Champaign, IL: Sports Publishing, L.L.C, 2007. 
 
Muhammad, Sean R. Princoirs: Official Memoirs of Prince Joe Henry, Ex-Negro Leaguer, Volume One. St. 

Louis, MO. Princoirs King Publishing, 2008. 
 
Nelson, Kadir. We Are the Ship: The Story of Negro League Baseball. New York, NY. Hyperion, 2008 
 
O’Neil, Buck with Steve Wulf & David Conrads.  I Was Right On Time!  New York, NY: Simon & Schuster, 

1996. 
 
Overmyer, James.  Effa Manley and the Newark Eagles.  Metuchen, New Jersey: Scarecrow Books, 1993.  

Reprint: Metuchen, New Jersey: Scarecrow Books, 1998, retitled Queen of the Negro Leagues. 
 
Paige, LeRoy "Satchel" (as told to David Lipman).  Maybe I'll Pitch Forever.  Garden City, NY: Doubleday & 

Company, 1961 (OP).  Reprint by University of Nebraska, 1993. 
 
Peterson, Robert.  Only The Ball Was White: A History of Legendary Black Players and All-Black Professional 

Teams.  Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall Publishers, 1970.  Reprint.  New York, NY: McGraw-Hill, 
1984, 1992.  Reprint. Gramercy, New York, NY, 1999. 

 
Pollock, Alan J. (edited by James A. Riley).  Barnstorming to Heaven: Syd Pollock and His Great Teams.  

Tuscaloosa, AL, University of Alabama Press, 2006. 
 
Powell, Larry. Black Barons of Birmingham: The South’s Greatest Negro League Team and Its Players. Jefferson, 

North Carolina: McFarland & Company, Inc., 2009. 
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Reisler, Jim.  Black Writers / Black Baseball: An Anthology of Articles from Black Sportswriters Who Covered 

the Negro Leagues.  Jefferson, North Carolina: McFarland & Company, 1994.  Reprinted, 207. 
 
Rendle, Ellen.  Judy Johnson: Delaware's Invisible Hero.  Wilmington, DE: The Cedar Tree Press, Inc., 1995. 
 
Reiger, Paul E. Our Home Colony:  Moses Fleetwood Walker.  Self-published, Steubenville, OH, 1908. 
 
Riley, James A.   Dandy, Day and the Devil: a Trilogy of Negro League Baseball.  Cocoa, FL: TK Publishers, 

1987. (OP) 
_____________.  The Biographical Encyclopedia of the Negro Baseball Leagues, New York, NY: Carroll & Graf, 

1994. 
 

Robinson, Frazier “Slow” with Paul Bauer.  Catching Dreams: My Life in the Negro Baseball Leagues.  Syracuse, 
NY: Syracuse University Press, 1999. 

 
Rogosin, Donn.  Invisible Men: Life in the Negro Leagues.  New York, NY: G.P. Putnam's Sons, 1972. 
 
Ruck, Rob.  Sandlot Seasons: Black Sport in Pittsburgh.  Urbana, IL: University of Illinois Press, 1986. 
_________.  The Tropic of Baseball: Baseball in the Dominican Republic.  Westport, CO: Meckler Publishing, 

1991. 
 
Rucker, Mark and Peter C Bjarkman.  Smoke: The Romance & Lore of Cuban Baseball.  Kingston, New York: 

Total/Sports Illustrated, 1999 
 
Silber, Irwin.  Press Box Red: The Story of Lester Rodney, the Communist Who Helped Break the Color in 

American Sports.  Philadelphia, PA, Temple University Press. 2003. 
 
Snyder, Brad.  Beyond the Shadows of the Senators: The Untold Story of the Homestead Grays and the 

Integration of Baseball.  New York, NY: McGraw-Hill. 2003.   
 
Sumner, Jan.  Legacy of a Monarch (Byron Johnson): an American Journey.  JaDan Publishing, Denver, CO.  

2005 
 
Swanton, Barry.  The Mandak League: Haven for former Negro League Ballplayers, 1950-1957.  Jefferson, 

North Carolina: McFarland & Company, Inc., 2006. 
 
Toot, Peter T. Armando Marsans: The First Cuban Major League Baseball Player.  Jefferson, North Carolina: 

McFarland & Company, Inc., 2003. 
 
Trouppe, Quincy.  Twenty Years Too Soon.  Los Angeles, CA: Sands Enterprises, 1977 (OP).  Reprint: St. Louis, 

MO, Missouri Historical Society, with introduction by Larry Lester.  1995 
 
Tye, Larry. Satchel: The Life and Times of an American Legend. New York, New York, Random House, 2009. 
 
Tygiel, Jules.  Baseball's Great Experiment: Jackie Robinson & His Legacy.  New York, NY: Oxford Press, 1983.  

Reprint: New York, NY: Oxford Press, 1993. 
 
Van Hyning, Thomas E.  Puerto Rico’s Winter Leagues: A History of Major League Baseball’s Launching Pad.  

Jefferson, North Carolina: McFarland & Company, Inc., 1995. 
___________________. Santurce Crabbers: Sixty Seasons of Puerto Rican Winter League Baseball. Jefferson, 

North Carolina: McFarland & Company, Inc., 1999. 
 
Ward, Geoffrey C. and Ken Burns with O'Connor, Jim.  Shadow Ball: The History of the Negro Leagues.  New 

York, NY: Alfred A. Knopf, 1995. 
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White, Sol.  Sol White's Official Baseball Guide: History of Colored Baseball.  Philadelphia, PA: H. Walter 
Schlichter, 1907.  Reprint, Columbia, SC: Camden House, 1990. 

White, Sol.  Sol White's History of Colored Base Ball: With Other Documents of the Early Black Game, 1886-
1936, with introduction by Jerry Malloy.  Lincoln, NE: University of Nebraska Press, 1995. 

 
Whitehead, Charles E.  A Man and His Diamonds: The Story of Rube Foster. New York, NY: Vantage Press, 

1980 (OP). 
 
Wilson, Lyle Kenai. Sunday Afternoons at Garfield Park: Seattle’s Black Baseball Teams, 1911-1951.  Everett, 

WA: Lowell Printing, 1997. 
 
Wilson, Nick.  Voices from the Pastime: Oral Histories of Surviving Major Leaguers, Negro Leaguers, Cuban 

Leaguers and Writers, 1920-34.  Jefferson, NC: McFarland & Company, Inc., 2000. 
 
Withers, Ernest C.  Negro League Baseball.  New York, NY: Harry N. Abrams, 2005 
 
Young, A.S. "Doc".  Great Negro Baseball Stars and How They Made the Major Leagues.  New York, NY: A.S. 

Barnes, 1953 (OP). 
_________________.  Negro First in Sports. Chicago, IL: Johnson Publishing Co., 1963. 
 
Zang, David W.  Fleet Walker's Divided Heart: The Life of Baseball's First Black Major Leaguer.  Lincoln, NE: 

University of Nebraska Press, 1995. 
 
 
 
RELATED SOURCES: 
Bass, Amy.  Not the Triumph But the Struggle: The 1968 Olympics and the Making of the Black Athlete.  

Minneapolis, MN: University of Minnesota Press, 2002. 
 
Bass, Amy. In the Game: Race, Identity and Sports in the Twentieth Century.  New York, NY.  Palgrave 

Macmillan, 2005. 
 
Entine, Jon.  Taboo: Why Black Athletes Dominate Sports and Why We’re Afraid to Talk about It. New York, 

NY: Public Affairs (Perseus Books Group), 2000. 
 
Hoberman, John.  Darwin Athletes: How Sports Has Damaged Black America and Preserved the Myth of Race. 

New York, NY:  Houghton Mifflin Company, 1997. 
 
Hoose, Phillip M. Necessities: Racial Barriers in American Sports. New York, NY:  Random House, 1989. 
 
Marshall, William.  Baseball’s Pivotal Era, 1945-51.  Lexington, KY: The University Press of Kentucky, 1999. 
 
Moffi, Larry and Jonathan Kronstadt.  Crossing the Line: Black Major Leaguers, 1947-1959. Jefferson, NC: 

McFarland & Company, Inc., 1994 
 
Povich, Shirley.  All Those Mornings . . . At the Post.  New York, NY.  PublicAffairs of the Perseus Books Group, 

2006. 
 
Press, David P. A Multicultural Portrait of Professional Sports.  North Bellmore, NY:  Marshall Cavendish, 1994 
 
Rampersad, Arnold. Jackie Robinson: A Biography. New York, NY: Random House, 1998. 
 
Robinson, Jackie with Wendell Smith.  My Own Story.  New York, NY: Greenberg, 1948 (OP).  
______________ with Carl T. Rowan.  Wait Till Next Year.  New York, NY: Random House Inc., 1960 (OP) 
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______________ with Charles Dexter.  Baseball Has Done It. New York, NY: J.B. Lippincott Company, 1964 
(OP) 

______________ with Alfred Duckett.  I Never Had It Made.  New York, NY: G.P. Putnam’s Sons.  1972. 
 
Robinson, Rachel with Lee Daniels.  Jackie Robinson: An Intimate Portrait.  New York, NY: Harry N. Abrams, 

Inc. Publishers, 1996. 
 
Shropshire, Kenneth L.  In Black and White: Race and Sports in America.  New York, NY:  New York University 

Press, 1996. 
 
Shropshire, Kenneth L. Basketball Jones: America Above the Rim (Fast Track).  New York, NY: New York 

University Press, 2000. 
 
Vincent, Fay. The Only Game in Town: Baseball Stars of the 1930s and 1949s Talk About the Game They Loved.  

New York, NY: Simon & Schuster, 2006. 
 
Wiggins, David K. Glory Bound: Black Athletes in a White America.  Syracuse, NY:  Syracuse University Press, 

1997. 
 
Wiggins, David K. and Patrick B. Miller.  The Unlevel Playing Field: A Documentary History of the African 

American Experience in Sport.  Chicago, IL:  University of Illinois, Urbana, 2003. 
 
Wiggins, David K. and Patrick B. Miller.  Sports and the Color Line: Black Athletes and Race Relations in 

Twentieth-Century America.  New York, NY: Routledge, 2004. 
 
Wiggins, David K.  Out of the Shadows: A Biographical History of African American Athletes.  Fayetteville, AR: 

University of Arkansas Press, 2006. 
 


