A LAUGHING MATTER:

Black Sitcoms in Review,
1950 to 2000

From “Beulah” to “Girlfriends”

A Laughing Matter is about negotiating the authenticity of
Black life in American culture, using stereotypes that peel back
the layers of embedded systemic challenges, with hopes of
increasing your awareness about marginalized people of color
through situation comedies. Examine what each sitcom, over a
50-year period, reveals about us.

Meanwhile, don’t choke on the joke!



TOWER 1: from Beulah to The Jeffersons
TOWER 2: from Grady to Webster
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TOWER 3: from Just Our Luck to A Different World
TOWER 4: from Family Matters to Martin

| NEW ATTITUDE

STIN' LOOSE HANGIN' WITH MR. CODPER
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TOWER 5: from Out All Night to On Our Own
TOWER 6: from In The House to Moesha

CLEGHORNE!

Wi, T

Ao iy e i
s, a1 (Merken oo
e

THE JAMIE FOXX SHOW

704 HAUSER




TOWER 7: from Sparks to The Hughleys
TOWER 8: from Guy Like Us to Girlfriends
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African American Sitcoms on Network TV, 1950 to 2000

Sitcoms with more than 200 episodes
253, The Jeffersons - debut in 1975
215, Family Matters - 1989
202, The Cosby Show - 1984

Sitcoms with more than 100 episodes

189, Diff'rent Strokes - debut in 1978

172, Girl Friends - 2000
158, Benson - 1979
150, Webster - 1983

148, Fresh Prince of Bel Air - 1990

141, A Different World - 1987
137, Gimme A Break! - 1981
135, Sanford & Son - 1972
133, Good Times - 1974

132, Martin - 1992

127, Moesha - 1996

123, Steve Harvey Show - 1996
119, Sister, Sister - 1994

118, Living Single - 1993

115, 227 - 1985

111, The Parkers - 1999

110, Amen - 1986

103, The Wayans Bros. - 1995

101, Hangin’ with Mr. Cooper - 1992
100, Jamie Foxx Show - 1996

Most Seasons - Longest running sitcoms

11, The Jeffersons, 1975 to 1985

10, Family Matters, 1989 to 1998
9, Diff'rent Strokes, 1978 to 1986
9, The Cosby Show, 1984 to 1992

Most Black sitcoms televised in the same year — 1997

1. Arsenio

Between Brothers

Built to Last

Cosby

Family Matters

Good News

Goode Behavior
Gregory Hines Show

. Hangin’ with Mr. Cooper
10 Homeboys in Outer Space
11.In the House

©CONDUHWN

1998 - 21 sitcoms;

12.Jamie Foxx Show
13.Living Single
14.Malcolm & Eddie
15.Martin
16.Moesha
17.Parent’ Hood
18.Sister, Sister
19.Smart Guy
20.Sparks

21.Steve Harvey Show
22.Wayans Bros.

1996 - (20); 1999 - (15)






EXHIBIT INVENTORY — From Beulah to Girlfriends

Ten (10) authentic Ebony & Sepia magazines

One Hundred Twelve (112) TV Guides & Jet magazines

Twenty-Five (25) 11” x 14” matted images

Five (5) 11” x 14” laminated images

One (1) spreadsheet timeline for 87 sitcoms, 36” x 48”

One (1) lunch box - Good Times

One (1) 30-minute PowerPoint presentation with music

Eight (8) four section towers (assembly required, no tools)

NoirTech Research, Inc.
Larry Lester

P.O. Box 380146

Kansas City, MO 64138
816.589.7940
www.LarrylLester42.com

LarryLester42 @gmail.com

~SINBAD:

“TU Star Plays Father Y
On New Sitcom; Says : ;
“Black Men Can Be N
«Posilive Role Models

JET 3 o 1

New VIP Faces
In Black Politics

vt YILL SMITH, As 'Fresh
Prince, " Uses Ciristmas
Show To Tell How Humur
Salves Fanilly Prokiems

Lo Rawls Leads
Paradg Df Stars
On TV Telethon

Far Black Gollages

Four, Six or Eight week rentals available.

Other exhibits at: https://www.larrylester42.com/exhibits.html




