2025 ASALH’s Mary McLeod Bethune Service Award Winner

Larry Lester: Author, Historian, and Advocate for Black History

| renowned for his lifelong dedication to preserving
% African American history, particularly through the lens
of sports and cultural heritage.

Co-Founder of the Negro Leagues Baseball

Museum

As co-founder of the Negro Leagues Baseball Museum
(NLBM) in Kansas City, Missouri, Lester played a pivotal

s role in its development. Between 1991 and 1995, he

served as Research Director and Treasurer, shaping the Museum'’s business plan
and facilitating its incorporation in 1990. His efforts in launching the licensing
program generated $1.4 million during the Museum's formative years, providing
crucial support for its growth.

Historical Artifact Preservation
In 1990, Lester secured full hooded Ku Klux Klan robes, covertly donating them to
the Black Archives of Mid-America in Kansas City and the National Civil Rights
Museum in Memphis. This bold acquisition underscored his commitment to
preserving significant artifacts of African American history.

Negro Leagues Exhibit and Advocacy
Lester curated the NLBM's inaugural traveling exhibit on the Negro Leagues,
showcased annually at Major League Baseball's FanFest since 1993. In 1995, he left
the Museum to establish NoirTech Research, Inc., leveraging his expertise in
research and information technology (IT) to explore African American contributions
in sports, scholarship, and entertainment.

His advocacy led to landmark achievements, including securing retroactive
pensions for over 90 Negro League veterans in 1997 and enrolling approximately
150 former players in Major League Baseball Properties’ royalty program. These
initiatives resulted in $143,248 awarded to surviving Negro League players—a
testament to Lester’s dedication to justice and equity.



Advancing Black History Preservation
Lester's efforts extend beyond the sports world. For over a decade, he has work in
partnership with Dr. Jeremy Krock to fund and install more than 50 headstones on
unmarked graves of Black athletes. His work highlights the importance of honoring
those who have shaped history.

In August 2013, he and 12 former players were invited to the White House and
recognized by President Barack Obama.

Collaborations and Cultural Impact
In 2006, Lester chaired the Special Negro Leagues Committee for the National
Baseball Hall of Fame & Museum, selecting a record 17 new Negro League players,
executives, and managers—an unprecedented recognition of their contributions.
That same year, he co-founded the 100 Black Men of Greater Kansas City,
spearheading mentoring programs, reading initiatives, and financial literacy
courses for youth.

In 2022, Lester served as a curatorial consultant for the National Baseball Hall of
Fame and Museum'’s groundbreaking Black baseball exhibit, The Souls of the Game:
Voices of Black Baseball. He also contributed as a historical consultant for the 2023
documentary The League, produced by Emmy-winning Sam Pollard with
sponsorship from Questlove and WLRN's Never Drop the Ball documentary in 2024.

Negro League Statistics Recognition
In December 2020, Lester's comprehensive compilation of Negro League records
(1920-1948) was officially recognized by Major League Baseball, rewriting the
historical record books. As a member of Commissioner Rob Manfred's Negro
Leagues Statistical Review Committee, Lester was honored with a lifetime season
pass to every major league game.

Leadership and Community Engagement
Lester’s leadership as President of the Greater Kansas City Black History Study
Group (GKCBHSG) from 2017 onward brought transformative initiatives to the
branch, including motor coach tours of local historic sites for two years, artistic
cemetery walking tours using CLIO, an educational website and mobile application
that guides the public using GPS coordinates and video. The branch also had
collaboration with organizations like the Garrison School Cultural Center to
examine the Great African American Migration tasking students to interview
seniors.



The branch's projects also extended to Women'’s History Month campaigns, with
daily posting of biographies on Facebook of local Black women during March in
2018 and 2019. There was a special emphasis in 2020 to recognize 31 national
known Black women suffragists to promote ASALH's theme “African Americans and
the Vote.” Additionally, the branch also published a 14-page bibliography of “The
Best Books to Research and Write about Life and History in Greater Kansas City.”

As the branch membership grows incrementally, it has eight institutional members
with solid support from local museums and libraries.

Lester's impact as an author, contributing researcher, and consultant spans more
than 240 publications, 12 authored/editor books, and work with renowned media
outlets like HBO Real Sports, ESPN, PBS, C-SPAN, MSNBC, TV One, BET and CNN.

Legacy
Through his unwavering dedication to preserving African American history and
advocating for justice, Larry Lester has left an indelible mark on cultural heritage
and the lives of countless individuals. His passion, expertise, and advocacy inspire
future generations to continue the vital work of historical preservation.

www.LarryLester42.com - LarrylLester42@gmail.com

Mary McLeod Bethune Service Award

This award was established in tribute to Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune because of her dynamic
leadership and her years of contributing to education, women’s history, and African-
American life and culture. Dr. Bethune served as the first woman president of ASALH from
1936 to 1951 and is one of the most outstanding women role models in our history. The
award recipient must be a member of ASALH who has been an active supporter and
contributor to ASALH’s work for ten or more years. The individual’s significant contribution
must have been in at least some of the following areas: Branch work; service on the Executive
Council; fundraising; work on the Black History Month Theme Material; education; and the
Woodson House Campaign. Finally, the recipient will be one whose career has been
highlighted with service to education, African American history, and the community. All
these attributes symbolize the life of Dr. Bethune. The award is presented annually.
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